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MISSOURI-MADISON RIVER FUND RECREATION PROJECT 

GRANT APPLICATION FORM- FY2022 

Project Name: Rainbow and Lewis & Clark Overlook Parking Lot Rehabilitation 

Reservoir or River Segment: Rainbow Reservoir County(ies) Cascade ----------
Site Name (or project location): Rainbow Dam Overlook and Lewis and Clark Overlook and Trailhead 

Applicant Name: Alex Sholes --------------------------------
Position and Agency: Park Manager Giant Springs and Ackley Lake State Park 

Telephone: 406-788-6873

Email: alex.sholes@mt.gov 

Project Sponsor Name: Montana State Parks 
------------------------------

Position and Agency: Park Manager, Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks 

Telephone: 406-788-6873

Email: alex.sholes@mt.gov 

Project Cost Breakdown and Financial Request: 
Complete the financial section below by providing total project cost (to the nearest dollar), contributions by 
applicant and cooperators, request for North W estem Energy match of agency funds ( see detailed 
instruction), and River Fund Grant request. Document in-kind contributions by public agencies for 
determination of North Western Energy match request. A description of funding sources and in-kind 
contributions should be included in the Project Description. 

Total project cost: 

Applicant Contributions - cash 

Applicant Contributions - value of in-kind: 

0th er Contributions - Please list by source: 

Total Applicant and Other Contributions: 

NorthWestern Energy Match Request: 

River Fund Grant Request: 

Proposed Project Implementation Period: 

$190,200 

$20,540 

0---------

River's Edge Trail Foundation $ 4,425

$ 

$ 

$ 

$24,965 

$20,540 

$144,695 

Summer/Fall 2022 

Percentage of 
Total Project Cost: 

13%

11%

76% 



MISSOURI-MADISON RIVER FUND RECREATION PROJECT 

GRANT APPLICATION FORM- FY2022 

1. Has this project been previously submitted for funding consideration by the River Fund Board, either as 
a separate project or part of another project? _X_Yes No

If yes, please identify which years the application was submitted and, if the project was previously 
funded, list the amount funded by year. 

The Rainbow Overlook parking lot was crack, and slurry sealed in 2016 as part of the Rainbow 
Overlook Landslide Repair and Site Rehabilitation project. The total amount awarded for the 
project by the River Fund board was $102,636. 
In 2009, a major landslide occurred just below the Lewis & Clark Overlook and Trailhead. In 
20I0-2011 approximately $200,000 was approved for landslide repairs through special 
appropriations by the River Fund Board, separate of the Recreation application process. With these 
repairs almost complete, a second landslide occurred, which required additional work to stabilize 
the area. That same year, prior to the second landslide, FWP had put in a River Fund application to 
repave the site as the final step to the first repair job. Instead of awarding the funds for the paving, 
they were diverted to the second landslide repair. In 2013 the Finalization of Lewis and Clark 
Overlook Repairs project was funded by the River Fund board at an amount of $3,750. This 
project did not include paving work. 

2. Is the proposed project at one of the Project 2188 license sites identified in the Missouri-Madison MOU
and listed on page A2-2 of the Comprehensive Recreation Plan? __ Yes X No

3. Project Description: Provide a description of the proposed project. Be sure to include specific project
elements that are planned, and any associated cost detail.
► Giant Springs is the most visited State Park in Montana, receiving between 300,000 and 400,000

visitors annually. The Park's lands vary from well-manicured areas to open prairie. The park is
located adjacent to 4 of the Missouri River's waterfalls and contains several overlooks that
provide views of these waterfalls. The park is also home to roughly half of the River's Edge Trail
system, which consists of 60 miles of trail in and around Great Falls.

This project will focus on the asphalt parking lots at Rainbow Overlook and Lewis & Clark Overlook 
and Trailhead. The Rainbow Overlook parking lot is in good shape (having been sealed in 2016), 
except for a portion that was damaged by a car fire in 2019. The fire burned hot enough to melt the 
car's engine and severely damaged the asphalt surface. As part of this project, a 1,000 square foot 
section of the lot would be milled and replaced. The mobilization, milling and paving is estimated to 
cost $15,360 (this includes a 10% contingency and $1,500 for advertising and printing). 
The current condition of the Lewis & Clark Overlook and Trailhead parking lot is mostly poor 

with large sections that will require new subsurface material. Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks Design and Construction Bureau have recommended a complete mill and repave. The 
work associated with this would consist of mobilization, removal of asphalt, sub-excavation, finish 
grading, resurfacing, and striping. The total for this project is estimated at $169,300 (this includes a 
10% contingency and $1,500 for advertising and printing). 

Funding Sources: The applicant cash contributions include $15,000 that will be paid toward the 
contractor costs for this work and an estimated $5,540 in time from our Design & Construction 
(D&C) staff. . The D&C contribution estimate is calculated at 3% of the total construction cost 
($184,660) for contract administration. IThe total construction cost for both portions of this project 
is estimated at $184,660. 

4. Cultural Resource Management: Cultural Resource Management (CRM) requirements for any activity
related to this Project must be completed and documented to NorthWestern Energy as a condition of
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